West River Sailing Club

2001 General Sailing Instructions

1. Rules: Races will be governed by The Racing Rules of Sailing for 2001-2004, the prescriptions of US Sailing, and the rules of the participating classes except as amended by these instructions, any Notice of Race for the particular event, or the WRSC annual schedule of races.  

2. Entries: Eligible boats may be entered in sanctioned regattas by providing a completed CBYRA registration form and entry fee to the WRSC regatta chair.  Entrants for Summer Series or Friday night races shall advise the Principal Race Officer (PRO) their name and sail number for scoring. 

3. Notices to Competitors: Notices to competitors shall be posted on a window of the WRSC clubhouse near the flagpole.

4. Changes in Sailing Instructions: Any change to these sailing instructions, annual schedule of one-design races, or Notice of Race shall be posted before 9:00 AM on the day it is to take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races shall be posted by 7:00 PM on the day before it is to take effect.

5. Signals Made Ashore: 

5.1 Any signals made ashore shall be hoisted on the flagpole next to the WRSC clubhouse.

5.2 Flag AP with two sounds (one when lowered) means The Race is postponed.  Do not leave the WRSC dock area.  The warning signal will be made not less than 60 minutes after the AP is lowered.

6. Schedule of Races: The Warning Signal for the first race of each day of a sanctioned regatta will be 11:00 AM (except 10:00 AM for the Annual Regatta).  For WRSC Summer Series it will be 1:00 PM, and for Friday night races 6:00 PM, unless otherwise noticed.

6.1 A two-day series shall normally consist of five races.  A one-day series will normally be three races.  Completion of at least one race shall constitute a series.  Summer series and Friday night racing is flexible and may be any format that the PRO and Fleet Captains agree on.

6.2 No Warning Signal shall be made after 3:00 PM on Sunday.

7. Class Flags: Class flags showing the class insignia shall be used in the starting sequence to indicate which class in a multi-class event is starting. 

8. Racing Area: Races will be sailed on either the dock, cove, inside, or outside courses as shown on the accompanying chart. 
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9. Check-in and Withdrawal from Racing: Competitors shall sail by a race committee boat on station in the racing area flying an L flag to announce their sail number and receive recognition before the first race of the day.  Competitors arriving after the first start shall check-in with the race committee signal boat.  Competitors who withdraw before the day's racing ends shall inform a race committee boat, if possible, or contact WRSC (410) 867-9772 at the earliest opportunity. 

10. The Course: 

10.1 The attached diagrams show the courses and their signals.  The length and number of legs will be at the discretion of the PRO. Signals designating the course to be sailed shall be displayed not later than the Warning on the starboard side of the Signal Boat.

10.2 The approximate compass bearing from the Start to the first Mark shall be displayed on the starboard side of the Signal Boat.

11. Marks: Temporary drop marks are inflatable orange cylinders or balls.
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12. The Start: 

12.1 Normally, races will be started using visual signals with optional sounds (RRS 26):

Warning: Class flag, 1 sound - 5 min,

Preparatory: P, I, Z, Z w/ I, or black flag, 1 sound - 4 min.

One-Minute: Preparatory flag removed, 1 long sound - 1 min.

Starting: Class flag removed, 1 sound - 0 min. 

12.2 A subsequent class may be started after the PRO has handled any recalls.  

12.3 Summer Series and Friday night races may use a three-minute starting sequence with whistle signals and no flags.

12.4 The starting line will be between a staff displaying a yellow flag on the Signal Boat and the port end starting mark.

12.5 A boat shall not start later than 10 minutes after her starting signal.

12.6 In the event of a General Recall (First Substitute flag), the recalled class will go to the end of the starting sequence.

12.7 Individual recall (X flag) will be flown until all early starters have restarted or 4 minutes have expired.  
13. Change of Course after the Start: 13.1 A change of course direction or distance after the start shall be signaled by a C flag, repeating sounds, and a compass course and/or + or - signs before the leading boat has begun the leg, although a new mark may not then be in position.  Any mark to be rounded after the new mark may be relocated to maintain the original course configuration.

13.2 A course may be shortened with no advance notice by signaling an S flag ("Finish here") and class flag (if necessary) with repeating sounds.

14. The Finish: The finish line will be between a staff displaying a yellow flag on the Signal Boat or S flag on a mark boat and a port end finishing mark.

15. Time Limit: The time limit will be 2 1/2 hours.  Boats failing to finish within 45 minutes after the first boat finishes or within the time limit, whichever is later will be recorded "did not finish."

16. Protests: Any intention to protest shall be reported to the protested boat and the Race Committee at the earliest opportunity, then written on a standard RRS protest form (or equivalent) and delivered to the PRO within one hour after the Race Committee boat reaches the dock.

17. Scoring: Low point scoring system shall be used.  One score may be excluded if at least 6 races in a series are completed. A "did not finish" boat shall be scored the number of starters plus 1.
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