SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2003 International 505 East Coast Championship

West River Sailing Club

June 20-22, 2003
1.0 RULES   The regatta will be governed by the ‘rules’ as defined in the 2001-2004 Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the prescriptions of the U.S. Sailing Association, the rules of the International 505 Class, and by these sailing instructions.  

2.0 ENTRY  
Eligible teams may enter by completing registration with the regatta organizing authority, paying the entry fee in accordance with the NOR, and completing measurement as described below. Both driver and crew shall be members of the US or other National 505 class association.  Only boats that comply with the International 505 class rules are eligible to enter and compete.  Each yacht shall be weighed; all sails shall be inspected for stamps or other indication that they have been measured and conform to International 505 class rules. A $5 penalty will be assessed for those competitors who are not current members of US Sailing or other ISAF recognized member national association.

3.0 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS Notices to Competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located on a window of the WRSC clubhouse near the flagpole. Instructions and Amendments given at the Skipper’s Meeting, to be held at 0930 Hours on Friday 20 June, will be posted in writing on the Official Notice Board within 10 minutes of the end of the Skipper’s Meeting.
4.0 CHANGES IN SAILING INSTRUCTIONS Any change to the Sailing Instructions made on the first day of the series will be posted not later than 15 minutes after the end of the Competitor's Meeting.  Except as specified above, any change to these sailing instructions shall be posted at least 1 hour before the departure of the Committee Boat, except that any change to the schedule of races shall be posted 1900 Hours on the day before it is to take effect.
5.0 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flagpole in front of the WRSC Clubhouse.  Flag AP with two sound signals (one sound signal when lowered) means 'The race is postponed. The warning signal will be made not less than 60 minutes after AP is lowered.'

6.0 SCHEDULE 

	Date
	Sailing Schedule
	Social Schedule

	Friday

June 20, 2003
	0830 hrs - Registration & Measurement Opens
0930 hrs - Skippers Meeting

1100 hrs - First warning signal

subsequent races will follow
	Keg beer, daily awards, & Post Race Debrief.

1800 hrs – WRSC Friday Evening Cook Out 
(cost not included in entry fee)

	Saturday

June 21, 2003
	1100 hrs - First warning signal

subsequent races will follow
	Catered Breakfast 0830-1030.

Keg beer, daily awards, & Post Race Debrief.

1800 hrs - catered BBQ dinner 

	Sunday

June 22, 2003
	1100 hrs - First warning signal

subsequent races will follow

No race started after 1430
	Catered Breakfast 0830-1030.

Awards following racing.


7.0 RACING AREA The racing area will be approximately one mile due East of Curtis Point.  

8.0 THE COURSE The course will consist of temporary club marks set by the Race Committee. The course will consist of a sausage, triangle, and sausage with finish to leeward. The approximate compass bearing from the Start to the first Mark shall be displayed on the starboard side of the Committee Boat. All turning marks will be left to port. The finish mark will be left to port. 

9.0 START Gate starts will be used. Starting signals will be in accordance with RRS 26. The Committee Boat will be the “Hallie Q” or other craft displaying a blue RC flag. The Committee Boat will be anchored to leeward of the leeward mark.  It will display starting signals in accordance with Rule 26.  The Gate Launch will be a 17 foot Boston Whaler displaying ICF "G." [image: image1.jpg]


 

The Race Committee will nominate the Pathfinder and the Reserve for the first race. The Pathfinder and the Reserve for subsequent races will be the yachts that finish 5th and 6th respectively in the preceding race. If one or both of these yachts are unable to race, or have acted as Pathfinder previously during the event, then the next finisher not so excused will take their place. The sail number of the Pathfinder will be written on the Committee Boat's whiteboard prior to each race. Failure of the Pathfinder to follow the instructions outlined herein may result in her disqualification from that race or any restarts of that race. Under such circumstances the Race Committee shall lodge a protest.

Approximately 30 seconds before the starting signal, the Pathfinder will pass close to leeward of the committee boat and commence a close hauled port tack course.  The Pathfinder will be followed by the Gate Launch, which will keep station close astern of her.

At 5 seconds before the starting signal, a red hippity hop will be released from the stern of the Gate Launch. The starting line for all yachts except the Pathfinder, shall be between the aforementioned red hippity hop and the centre of the stern of the Gate Launch. 

The Pathfinder will continue her close hauled course for a period to be announced at the skippers meeting. The Gate Launch will release the Pathfinder by verbal hail. The Pathfinder is then free to tack or hold her course. The Gate Launch will then simultaneously place her engine in neutral and make a sound signal to indicate that the Gate is fully open. The Gate launch will drift for two minutes after which ICF 'G" will be lowered together with a sound signal signifying that the Gate is closed. No yacht may start after the closing of the Gate; any yacht attempting to do so will be scored DNS.  

A General Recall may be signalled as per RRS 29.3 any time before the closing of the Gate. The new Preparatory Signal will be made 1 minute after ICF "First Substitute" has been lowered.  

All yachts, except the Pathfinder, shall start on starboard tack after the starting signal. A yacht not having already correctly started and which is on the port side of the Gate Launch while the gate is opening shall not return across the starting line from the course side. Yachts in violation of this Instruction will be recorded DNS. RRS 29.2 "Individual Recall" shall not apply.

A yacht shall not obstruct the Pathfinder. A yacht shall not pass between, or attempt to pass between, the Pathfinder and the Gate Launch on the Pathfinder's final approach and during the start. The Race Committee may disqualify any yacht that violates this Instruction from that race and any subsequent restart of that race without a hearing. However a yacht shall be entitled to a hearing if another yacht caused her violation in which case that yacht shall act in accordance with RRS 60.1.

The Gate Launch ranks as a Starting Mark from the Preparatory Signal until the Gate is closed. The Pathfinder also ranks as a Mark until she has been released by the Gate Launch.
10.0 CHANGE OF COURSE AFTER THE START A change of course after the start shall be signaled by a C flag, repeating sounds, and a compass course before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the mark may not then be in position. The new mark will be identical in appearance to the old mark. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated, without further signaling, to maintain the original course configuration.
11.0 FINISH The finish line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on a race committee boat also flying a blue flag and a small inflatable float.   

12.0 TIME LIMIT For the race to be scored, the first yacht must finish within 2 hours from the starting signal.  Any Yacht not finishing within 30 minutes after the first will be scored "DNF."   

13.0 PROTESTS Protests shall be written on forms available in the WRSC clubhouse and lodged with the protest committee's representative before the conclusion of protest time.  Protest time begins when the race committee signal boat arrives at WRSC and ends one hour later. Protest notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the end of protest time to inform the competitors where and when there is a hearing in which they are parties to a protest or named as witnesses.

14.0 SCORING The Low-Point Scoring System, Appendix A of the RRS, will be used. There will be one throw out race if five or more races are completed. One race will constitute a series.  A "did not finish" boat shall be scored the number of starters plus 1.

15.0 PRIZES Daily prizes will be awarded. Overall Prizes will be awarded for the top five teams. The 505 ECC perpetual will be awarded to the overall winning team.






 





 








