Update from Jaywalker 12/09/2005

I read with interest your problems with the engine mount.  I really think you had an isolated case caused by the bolts coming loose and then the vibration caused the failure.  I don't think the bolts were at fault, but rather when they loosened the forces on them would shear even a more hardened bolt.  I am confident the original bolts are ok so long as they are fully tightened.  The bracket that holds that corner of the engine and the fridge compressor was probably installed by TPI and the workman was careless in making sure the bolts were tight.  Also in a critical area like this, one should never reuse the lock washer.  They could very well have not installed a new lock washer which could contribute to the loosening no matter how tight they tried to get them. (Amigo VI comment: The problem of the broken bolt was reported by at least one other J/42 owner and a J/46 owner with a similar installation.)

I have finally solved the stern lazarette hatch leaking.  One of the problems was in the dimple that is molded into the lid where the lift ring is.  The molding interferred with the lid seating fully.  I ground down the underside, making sure I didn't go through the lid and then shimmed up the hinge area so the lid lies perfectly flat on all surfaces on the hull.  I even got down inside the space and looked for any light.  Then I used new foam tape for the gasket and finally installed a cam lever type of closing device instead of the silly string through a cam cleat that TPI used to hold the lid down.

I am currently having a problem with water that somehow gets into the space under the anchor locker.  Water is coming into the v berth storage through the joint between the bulkhead and the hull.  There is some tabbing there and I can see where water has come in.  I can't for the life of me figure how water gets into that sealed space.  I did have a problem with the drain hole for the anchor locker which I have taken care of, but I still have water coming through the tabbing.  Maybe it is still the original water from the leak before I fixed it.  When TPI drilled the hole through the hull, they didn't properly seal the inside edges of it and water came in where the floor of the anchor locker is glassed to the hull.  The hole is right at this junction.  I hope water didn't get into the core of the hull.  Any ideas, or have you heard of this from others.

Bill Stellin

October 2006

An update on water in the cavity under the floor of the anchor locker in J/42s.

I removed the forward holding tank and drilled a small hole in the bulkhead between the V berth and anchor locker and gals. of water came out.  Maybe 25-30 gals.  The cavity was filled and it came from a defect when the boat was built.  The drain hole in the anchor locker was not done correctly and water seeped under the floor from the hole into the cavity.  I realized the hole was probably leaking water under the floor a couple of years ago and re drilled it, dried it out and epoxyd the sides of the hole to seal it from the core.  I suspected water was in the cavity, but I didn't have the courage to drill a hole to find out.  Over the past two years water began to seep out at the tabbing into the locker under the v berth.  I knew there was water in there as the water coming into the v berth locker was rusty from rusty chain in the anchor locker.  I fitted a drain cock with clear hose which I ran back to the keel bolt sump so if water ever comes in again ( highly unlikely) at least it will go directly to the sump and not get stuff wet in the v berth locker.  Our water line has come up a full inch no that that the water is removed.

Might want to pass this on to other owners.  Also watch for water coming in through the machine screws that fasten the deck to the hull directly above the bulkhead.  It is hard to get a nut on those two and one didn't have one.  The screw was loose so I rebedded them as well.

Best Regards

Bill Stellin   s/v JAYWALKER hull# 6  

